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1 The Media Bureau has received three request5 relaied to the digital television (“DTV”) 
qimulcast requirements i n  Section 71 624(r) of our rules ’ South Texa\ Public Broadcasting System, Inc 
(“STPBS”) permittee of noncommercial cduca~ional televisi~n station KEDT-DT. Corpu, Chnsti, Texas, 
requesi.; ii fntir-month waiver of Section 73 624(f) Washburii University of Topeka (“WUT”), Iicenqec 
of noncommercial educational television station KTWU-DT, Topeka, Kansas, request5 a Fix-month 
waiver of Section 73 624(f).’ WQED Multimedia (“WQED”), permittee of noncommercial educational 
~elevisioii \tation WQED-DT, Pittrburg, Pennsylvania, requests a six-month waiver of Scction 73 624(f) 
4s discused below, we grant STPBS’s waiver request, and grant WUT’s and WQED’s waiver requests 
in part 

2 Uackjiround Section 73 624(t) of the Commission’s rules requires DTV licensees to 
hiinulcast 50% ot the video programrmng of their analog channel on their DTV channel by April I ,  2003. 
This requirement increases to a 15%’ simulcast requirement on April I ,  2004, and 3 100% requirement on 
April 1, 2005 ’ The simulcasting requircment was intended to ensure that consumers enjoy conrinuity of 
trcc over-the-air video programming service when analog spectrum is reclaimed at the end of the 

’ 47 C F R 4 71 624(f) 

’ STPBS Rcqucsr Tor Waivcr ot  DTV Simulcast Requirements (Oct 16, 2003) (“STPBS Request”) 
’ Wachhurn llniversiiy of 7-opeka, Request for Waiver of DTV Simulcast Requirzments (Oct ?I, 2003) (“WUT 
Rcquesi”~ 

‘ WQED Muluniedm, Request for W w e r  of DTV Simulcast Requiremenlc (Oct 31. 2003) (“WQED Request”) 

’ 1 7  C F K k 73 624(0(1)-(iii) 
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traiisilion 
hioadc:irtcrs s h w  program\ on their analog channcls that are not available on their digital channels ' 

The Commission stated that i t  may be difficult to terminate analog broadcast service it 

3 In thc Nolice of Piopo.wd Riilr Mukiiig initiating the sccond penodic review of the 
t i m i l i o n  to digital televicion, adopted January IS .  2001 ("Second On/ Periodic Review N P R W ' ) ,  the 
Cominicwrn sought comment on whethei i t  \hould retain, revise, or rcmovc the cimulca\t requirement.' 
Aiiii)iig other qucqtions, Ihe Comimssion asked njhether broadcarterr have a market-based incentive [o 
\ in~i i l~ i i \ t  !hat make5 a rimulcasl requirement unneLra\ary " The Coinmiwon a l w  a\hed whether the 
siniiilcasting requirement i s  cauqiiig broadcawrs to lorego creative uizs of digital technology, and if 
s o m e r h i i i ~  less tIi;iii thc ulumatc 100% \imuIcasi requirement would he wf f ic ient  tu protect analog 
viewers whilc ;illowing ior innovnuon on DTV channcls Thc Cornmiwon also sought comment on how 
to dr l ine \imulcastin$, a n d  whellier the current dare\ for the phase-in of simulcast requirement5 are 
appropriale The Srcoiid D7V Pr i iod ic  RevieLC NPRM did no1 propose to reduce or elirmnate the 
minimum d i g i t i  operating requirements that are currently pegged I I I  the simulcast requirementh 

4 On Apri l  29, 2003, the Media Bureau issucd ai1 Ord(,r granting to noncommercial 
cducat io i i i  ("NCE") stations a six-month waiver of certaiii \iinulcast requirements until November 1. 
2003 ' I '  I n  this SimulcaAr Order we found that in  light of ihc burdcii faced by NCE stations in complying 
with both the constructinn and simulcasting requirements at once, and in  light of our pending re- 
ebaluation of our simulcasting requirements, good cm5e  exi5ted io grant NCE stations a six-month waiver 
of the simulcast requirements in Section 73 624(t) I '  We stated thai the six-month waiver of our simulcast 
rzquiiements would give NCE slation5 additional time to  acquirc and install the facilities necessary to 
meet the wnulcasl requirement We also stated thal we would consider requests for waiver extensions 
h-om NCt  stations on their individual merits if the Comini$sion has not yct acted on (he simulcastin& 
i(wes raised in  the Secoiid D7V Prriodic N P R M  by Novrnibcr I. 2003 

5 STPBS  Waiver Rryue.\i STPBS requests a four-inonth waiver of Section 73 624(0 until 
STPBS states that KEIIT-DT wa\ ~cr ivarcd under special temporary authonty on March I. 2004 

' Fihli Report and Order i n  MM DoLkct No 87-268. 12 FCC Rcd 1?80'1. 12x33. 'fi 56 (1997) ("Fifrh Report and 
O r d ~ r ' ' ) .  on rrioii, I? FCC Rcd 6860. onf i i , - /her  i c c o n ,  14 FC'C Rcd 1748 (1098). !-r(ou di\tn!s>eiI, DA 99-1361 
(irl J u l y  I ? .  IOY')), r w o n  i/i\mi\Aed, FCCOO-59 (re1 Feh 23 ?Otl(l)  

' ,S(>< m d  f' i .nt~di<' Rn'ieiv n( rhe Conimis,ron 's Ru/ r \  i i d  Poiri I C \  Afli,, rirl,? rl ic C ~ I I V ? ~ \ U J I I  IO D i g i / d  Telrvi\iotr, 
PirDii, Iiireresr 001ijinrioiis of 7VBroiidcusr Liceris~.er. I 8  FCC Rcd 1279 (2003) 

Id a1 1302. 'j 66 

'To the contrary. the Commission proposed that, if the simulcasting requirements in  Section 73 624(f) were reduced 
or elirmndied, Section 73 624(b)(l) would be amended lo requiie DTV stations subject io Lhe May 1 .  2002, or May 
I, 2003. construciion deadlines lo air, by Aprll I, 2003. a digital signal for an amount of timc equivalent Io 5(1% of 
i l ie Lime they provide an analog signal Thiq minimum 
dif i lal  operating requirement would increase to 75% on April I. 2004 (icquiring airing of a dieital ~ i g n a l  for an 
amount of timc equivalent to at least 75% of the time the sration airs an analog \ignal), and to 100% on April I .  
2005 S C C O , ~  DTVPerrudic Revrebe N P R M ,  1 8 FCC Rcd a i  1303, ¶ 68 

l o  , E t  ond Periodii H e i w i v  of /he Commi.rsion ' r  Rules aiid M u  ir, AffeiiinR ihe Conver\ioii To Lhfiiial Television, 

" ~ ~ i f ~ ~ i t l ~ ~ ~ ~ i ( ~ r d r r .  18 FCC Rda i8168.n6  

The digital signdl musi he aiicd during prime Lime hours 

I x FK R L ~  8 1  66 (2003) (~x lnu i cas l  

' s r m  K~~~~~~~~~ I 

2 
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Scptcinbei 23, 2003 ‘ I  STPBS states that ii 15 cumnt ly  relying on the Public Broadcasting Service’s 
niilion.iI high definilion feed. bui i t  i s  uwrl.iin: actively n n  fintshing construction of  the ma\ter control 
structure lh i l t  udI allow i t  to ciinulcast STPBS ctates that the necessury encoding and multiplexing 
equipnienr &ill be iii\ralled by March I ,  2004 “ 

h We find good cause to giant STPBS a waiver o f  the simulcast requirements i n  Section 
71 624(f). until March I, 2004 ’’ This four-month waiver of our $imulcast requirements w i l l  give the 
s la t i< ) i i  additional timc io acquire and inktall the facilities necessary to mee[ the simulcast requirement A \  
the Coinnuwon has stated, we wi l l  consider granting special relief to NCE stations in certain 
circuinsti~ilces, such ;IS those prescnred here, hecausc of [he parttculx fin;incial difficulties NCE stations 
lace and the assistance they wi l l  need in  the transition to DTV l6 

7 WUTaiiri h’QED Wuwer Kerpcsis WUT requests a six-month waiver of Section I 3  624(f) ” 
WU1 w L e s  that i t  cumcntly multicastr a high-defiiiition digital stream and a standard definition digital 
\[ream nii KTWU-DT According to WUT. on the high-definition stream, K T W U  broadcasts the Public 
Broadcasting Service (“PBS”) High-Definition Demonstration Loop, H D T V  feeds from PBS and 
Ainericain Public Television. PBS‘s primetime H D T V  schedule, and delayed high-definition 
prograinining recorded by KTWU,  a11 01 which WUT characterize5 as providing “a wide sampling of  
iniiovaiivc high-definition prograniming ”’”  On thc siandard definition digital stream K T W U  broadcasts a 
serv ice cnnsisting ot  dl children’y programming WUT asserts that i t 5  plan to offer high-definition 
l e l e v i m n  programming dernonstiiting the advantages of DTV broadcasting, along with a dedicated 
children’h program channel, 15  the nimt effective way lo \ervc the public interest and stimulate 
conirnunity interest in DTV service ”’ 

8 WQEU also requests a six-month waiver of  Section 73.624(0 ’” WQED states that i t  

currently broadcasts a high-definition signal which several local cable systems in the market have agreed 
to carry because thc propamrmng 15  unique i n  thc market ’’ WQED states that during the day i t  
broadc,i\t$ the PBS High-Definition Demonhtration Loop and in  the evening i t  broadcasts the PBS special 
primetimc HDTV schedule*’ WQED Etatey that i t  does not yet have ihe encoding and decoding 
equipmenl necessary to sencrate both a n  HDTV signal and a standard definition digital stream to carry i t s  
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local prcigramining 
rim? lo budget lor that expenditure ?’ 

A x o r d i n g  to WQED. that equipmen1 wi l l  cost $250,000, and i t  need? additional 

9 Wc f ind good causc to  grant W U T  and WQED waivers of the simulcasr requiremenlr in 
Scc t i o i~  7.; 6241) We do not grmt the st:irioiis’ iequest\ for a six-month waiver, however, but insead 
y n l  thc wa ive r \  pending thc resdution nf  simulc;isring i c ~ u e c  in  the second D T V  periodic review 2* By 
temporarily waving the current rule?, we ;Ire pcrmittinf W U T  and WQED to experiment with innovative 
UKE 0 1  their digital signals by offering combinations ot HDTV and SDTV programnung Following the 
iscuance ot dn Order i n  the second D T V  periodic review, W U T  and WQED must hring their DTV 
%ition\ inio compliance within a period ot time cpecihed i n  that Order 

I O  Thew actions iii no u’ay waive Ihe cxistinf rules regarding the rmnimum hours of 
operation on digital channels Thus, each \tation must air a digital signal for an amount of time 
equivalent to at least 50% of the lime i t  provides an analog signal In  addition, a digital video program 
signal must be aired during pnme lime hours The minimum digital operating requirement increases to 
7 i % ’  on April 1, 2004 (requinng airing o f  a digital signal for an amount of time equivalent to at least 75% 
o I  thc time the station airs an analog signal), and IO 100% on Apri l  1, 2005. Slations, both commcrcial 
and NCE, that have heen granted an extenrim of time to conslruct iheit DTV facilities must comply with 
rhc ininimum digital operation requirement\ in effect at  the time [he station commence\ digital operations 

11 IT IS HEKEBY ORDEKED that, pursuant to [he authonty coniained In  Section 1 3 of 
rhc Commissioii’s rules, 47 C F R S: I 3. the Request lor Waiver of DTV Simulcasting Requirements 
I i let l  hy South l ~ e x a ,  Public Broadcasting System. Inc IS GRANTED to the extent descnbed herein 

I 2  IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Reque5t lor Waive1 of D T V  Simulcasting 
Kcquii.ement~ filed by Washburn l l n ive rc i ty  of Topeka IS GRANTED IN PART to the extent described 
herein 

13 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that thc Request for Waiver of DTV Simulcasting 
Requirements liled by WQED Multimedia IS GRANTED IN PART to the extent descnbed herein. 

14 This action i s  taken pursuant to authority delegated by Secl ion~ 0 61(h) and 0 283 of the 
Commission’s rules, 47 C F R $ 5  0 61 (h), 0 ?X3 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W Kenneth Ferree 
Chief, Media Bureau 
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